



Governor’s Task Force on Autism Spectrum Disorders

Full Task Force
Conference Call

Thursday August 20, 2009
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Summary of Minutes

Committee Members
Ausley, Loranne 

absent
Bailet, Laura



Benson, Holly


absent
Berkman, Karen 

absent
Block, 
Lance


absent
Brosco, Jeffrey





DeBeaugrine, Jim

absent

Dowds, Debra



Emken, Elizabeth 

absent
Hill, Kimberly


absent
Homant, Susanne 

absent
Houghland, Patty


Jackson, Jarl



Kanjian, Robert



Kompothecras, Gary

absent
La Belle, Richard


Llorente, Marcelo  

Michael Cantin - proxy
Lockman, Bambi

Cathy Bishop - proxy
Marino, Dan


absent
Perkins, Randal  

absent
Precourt, Lisa 


absent
Purvis, Kelly 



Ring, Jeremy


absent
Ros, Ana Viamonte 

Sally Golden-McCord - proxy
Sequenzia, Ven



Department of Health Staff

Lona Gibson-Taylor
Agency for Persons with Disabilities Staff
Tamara Demko

Kimberly Copley
Call began at 1:09 p.m.
Ms. Demko began with announcements, including Loranne Ausley stepping down from service on the Task Force.  She also noted that if printed copy requests of the report are requested, they may be directed to Kimberly Copley for response.

Ms. Demko provided an update regarding the logistics for a Statewide Autism Website and a recent meeting with FSU CARD.  She reviewed the details of that meeting.  She added that FSU CARD is willing to host the website, and that Department of Health and Agency for Persons with Disabilities are working collaboratively for funding mechanisms.
Ms. Demko also provided an update regarding the logistics for the September 16 in person meeting, including agenda items.  She noted that Mary Beth Senkewicz will be available to discuss the 2008 SB2654 implementation and representatives from FSU CARD will be invited to discuss the website implementation are invited to provide updates.
Ms. Copley reviewed the results of the Life Span Issues for Task Force vote.  Ms. Demko noted that a full hour would be dedicated to each life span topic that had been selected.  
Full Life Span: Costs

0-4 Years: Early intervention options

4-18 Years: Education

18-25 Years: Adult Transition

25-50 Years: Independence

50+ Years: Caregiver aging

Ms. Demko discussed a current grant being pursued with the Department of Elder Affairs and Agency for Persons with Disabilities addressing a pilot project addressing the aging population with developmental disabilities.

Dr. Brosco discussed the CDC Act Early campaign.  He explained goals and early treatment as objectives, and regional meetings.  He noted that a southeast meeting will be held in October.  As a member, he has been asked to organize a State team, and is seeking Task Force feedback and recommendations.
Mr. LaBelle provided information about a recent report by the American Civil Liberties Union report regarding corporal punishment against children with disabilities in the public school system.  He noted that he will be asking for feedback on this issue in the future from the Task Force.  He shared details from the report, and noted that the Family Network on Disabilities will be issuing a formal statement soon.
Dr. Bailet requested information about any public school districts in Florida that already have an outright ban on corporal students against students all students, regardless of whether they are disabled or not. 
Mr. Kanjian shared that similar issues regarding corporal punishment had been dealt with in Palm Beach County; his concern was differentiation between restraint and seclusion and corporal punishment, and that both need to be addressed.
Mr. Jackson added his personal experience with this topic.

Mr. Sequenzia discussed the need to address autism in that all children are not alike, and varying degrees of challenges and abilities exist in each individual child.  He also expressed a need to address training and staff in being equipped to handle and be prepared to work with children with disabilities.  He shared that he feels that all restraint, seclusion, and corporal punishment policies need to be eliminated.
Mr. LaBelle responded with examples of information and data about using positive behavior supports vs. restraint, seclusion, and corporal punishment.

Ms. Demko thanked Task Force members for their input and encouraged the Task Force to pursue solution-oriented discussions during the in-person meetings.
Call concluded at 2:01 p.m.. 
Taken By: Kimberly Copley 
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