



Governor’s Task Force on Autism Spectrum Disorders

Full Task Force
Conference Call

June 25, 2009
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Summary of Minutes

Committee Members
Ausley, Loranne 

absent
Bailet, Laura



Benson, Holly


absent
Berkman, Karen 


Block, 
Lance


absent
Brosco, Jeffrey

absent


DeBeaugrine, Jim



Dowds, Debra



Emken, Elizabeth 

absent
Hill, Kimberly


absent
Homant, Susanne 

absent
Houghland, Patty

absent
Jackson, Jarl



Kanjian, Robert



Kompothecras, Gary


La Belle, Richard


Llorente, Marcelo  

Mike Cantin - proxy

Lockman, Bambi



Marino, Dan


Mary Partin - proxy
Perkins, Randal  

absent
Precourt, Lisa 



Purvis, Kelly 



Ring, Jeremy


 absent
Ros, Ana Viamonte 

Dr. Chiaro - proxy
Sequenzia, Ven



Department of Health Staff

Taylor, Lona

Agency for Persons with Disabilities Staff
Demko, Tamara

Copley, Kimberly

Sims, Deleah

Call began at 1:05 p.m.
Ms. Demko welcomed the Task Force back to work.  She asked if the members had an opportunity to read the report in full with positive responses from the participants.  She added that price quotes are being obtained to provide Task Force members with a hard copy of the final report. 
Ms. Demko shared that Task Force members need not reapply for their Task Force position and all are still members.  No further action is necessary for membership per the Governors Office.  She mentioned that conference calls will continue through the summer.  She mentioned late August, early September for the first in-person meeting.  The Task Force administrative functions will still being funded out of DOH budget, with most staff working from APD.  She added that Catherine Howard will no longer serve with the Task Force as Deputy Director and mentioned other staff contacts and changes.  Task Force informaiton items for dissemination may be sent to Kimberly Copley.
Ms. Demko discussed the future direction of the Task Force.  The new Executive Order extends tenure until January 2011, with a report due in April 2010.  The Executive Order adds direction for: committees to discuss Assistive Technology, inception of a statewide autism website, adult transition, dental, costs of autism, and restraint & seclusion.
The 2009 Task Force report identifies the following issues to be addressed: early screening, early treatment options, statewide campaigns and website, regional collaboratives, and a memorial to congress for additional Medicaid flexibility.
Ms. Demko provided updates from the 2009 Legislative Session including: Senate Bill 1778 – Autism License Plate.  Proceeds will be directed to Achievement Rehabilitation Centers; Autism-Services Grant Council, and license plate fund.  University of Miami CARD is to receive – 15% to be disseminated to all Florida CARD centers.  She also discussed Senate Bill 1660 – APD conforming bill, which included proviso language to formulate a Developmental Disabilities PrePaid Services Study Group.
Ms. Demko also provided an update on the autism insurance mandate/compact: April 1 effective date.  Office of Insurance Regulation is still developing a guidance document to clarify implementation.

Ms. Purvis mentioned that she liked the opportunity to work together and to focus on collaboration among the entire Task Force, and not work in committees.
Mr. DeBeaugrine suggested for particular topics, to gather interested members who can do research on their own basis, have ad-hoc committees on as-need basis and then engage the full Task Force with the details of their findings. 
Mr. LaBelle agreed, and added that having issues of concern brought to the full Task Force, and if further action is needed, it is individually assigned, modeled after an advisory council.  He also added that presentations need to be cut down for time constraints in future in-person meetings. 
Ms. Demko asked about having topic-specific meetings.  She suggested sending out a list of questions prior to call/meeting and call for input.  If an issue is identified as needing more input, to select an ad-hoc committee. Pages from the 2009 report would be used as reference.
Mr. LaBelle stressed the need to address educational issues, as discussed by Jennifer Morgan-Byrd during public comment at the April 1-2 Tallahassee meeting.
Mr. Sequenzia added a need to focus on adult issues in the next year.  All members on the call added their consensus. 

Mr. Kanjian mentioned that he would like to see the Task Force act as a clearinghouse/sounding board for concerns in related areas.  He suggested having meetings with advanced notice to share public comments and concerns with the Task Force, who could in turn act as a resource for other families and stakeholders.
Ms. Purvis suggested that meeting locations be expanded to locations like Miami or Jacksonville or other locations that have not been previously utilized.  
Mr. Kanjian added a need to coordinate with the annual CARD conference as an idea and potential collaboration.
Mr. LaBelle noted that the national meeting of the National Autism Association (NAA) is in Weston, FL in November and may be an opportunity to send Task Force members or hold a meeting in the same area around the same time.
Dr. Bailet agreed that having Task Force members attend and share information at national and state-level conferences would be convenient and helpful.
Mrs. Precourt said that she would like to see a very specific set of items to accomplish for the next Task Force.

Ms. Demko said that staff could list potential priorities and topics, and Task Force members could rank issues for to be addressed.
Ms. Demko discussed the Website.  Department of Health and APD have set aside funding for the purposes of website development.  Ms. Demko further mentioned partnering with FSU CARD for resources with data.
Ms. Partin, on behalf of Mr. Marino, mentioned sharing the story of summer employment with the Marino Foundation and related supports.
Dr. Berkman discussed the Learning Academy through an Autism Speaks grant to work with transitional young adults to prepare for college or employment.  
Mr. LaBelle noted his participation in the review with United States Department of Education with OSEP funded programs. The focus was placed on positive support systems for individuals and families, and their educators.  The suggestion of the review panel was to open up access to materials.
Mr. LaBelle also shared resources about the 9th Circuit of Orlando – and their successes of facilitating the process of becoming and serving as a guardian advocate.
Ms. Demko added the need to have an additional organizing conference call.  She asked about summer availability and Task Force members noted that mid to late September was best for a first in person meeting.
Mr. Kanjian suggested that having one long day meeting as opposed to multiple days is most convenient for getting work done.  Ms. Partin, Mr. Sequenzia, and Dr. Kompothecras all agreed.
City preferences discussed included: Sarasota, Tampa,  and Orlando. 
With coordination with Centers for Autism and Related Disabilities Statewide Conference to take place in Orlando in January 2010 and coordinating with the National Autism Association Conference – in November in Weston, FL.
Mr. Jackson noted his work on developing a “Life with Principle” program based on the writings of Thoreau for individuals with autism.  Task Force members applauded him on this accomplishment.
Call concluded at 1:56 p.m. 
Taken By: Kimberly Copley 
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