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Governor’s Task Force on Autism Spectrum Disorders
Co-Chairs Conference Call 

July 22, 2008
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Summary of Minutes
Task Force Co-Chairs 
Karen Berkman 

Lance Block 

   absent
Jeff Brosco 

Jim DeBeaugrine
   joined call at 11:49 a.m.
Bob Kanjian 

   absent
Gary Kompothecras      absent
Bambi Lockman 

Dan Marino

   absent
Kelly Purvis 

Ven Sequenzia

Department of Health Staff
Thometta Cozart

Tamara Demko 

Meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. 

Ms. Demko provided an overview of the Issues, Concepts and Ideas document she compiled and forwarded to the Task Force.  She stated that the document was created to assist the members in their deliberations and with the drafting of the preliminary report due in December.
Ms. Demko noted that the speakers for the in-person September meeting were still being identified. She explained the proposed structure of the meeting.  She stated that the full Task Force conference calls in August and September will have speakers on state waivers and state plan and prevalence. Ellen Blackwell (Medicaid), Beth Kidder (Medicaid), Stuart Spielman (Autism Speaks) and Dr. Marygrace Kaiser (prevalence) will be invited to speak at these meetings.

The co-chairs discussed the layout of the report.  Specifically, they discussed how the recommendations should be presented.  The options discussed were 1) reporting only the consensus, 2) reporting consensus and minority opinion, and 3) reporting graded recommendations - A, B, C, and D.

The co-chairs moved on to deliberated on the length of the in-person meetings. They discussed how they desired more time at the in-person meeting in committees, and how to weigh that with demands on Task Force members’ schedules.  
Ms. Demko closed the call with announcements:
1) 100ideas.org requested information from each state agency regarding autism for its upcoming Autism Conference in September. The Department of Health’s packet will be ready by September 12th. This packet will be sent to all Task Force members.

2) The organizer of the 100ideas.org Autism Conference is looking for alternative dates for their conference so it will not conflict with the September Task Force Meeting. 

3) Four new members were added to the Task Force. The new members and their committee assignments include:
Jarl Jackson - Putting the Pieces Together Committee

Lisa Precourt - Window of Opportunity Committee

Laura Bailet - Current and Future Outlook Committee

Jim DeBeaugrine (New Task Force Co-Chair) - Costs of Autism Committee
4) The deadline to submit applications to be a member of the Insurance Compact Workgroup was July 15th. The Task Force recommended three individuals to be on the Workgroup.

5) On August 22nd, Jim DeBeaugrine will provide an overview of the Task Force and the executive order to the Insurance Compact Workgroup in Tallahassee. Ms. Demko will review the recommendations that the Task Force made to the Workgroup regarding the Compact.

The meeting was concluded at 12:00 p.m. 

Taken By: Thometta Cozart
Approved September 25, 2008

