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Meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. 

After roll call, Ms. Johnson introduced the first speaker, Dr. Phyllis Sloyer, Division Director, Children’s Medical Services Network and Related Services, Florida Department of Health.  Dr. Sloyer introduced the early intervention component of the Florida Children’s Medical Services Network.
The group discussed issues of the changing prevalence rates, and the difficulties of diagnosing mild cases before the age of two.  In response to questions regarding routine screening of children for Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), Dr. Sloyer provided an overview of the Bright Futures recommendations produced by the American Academy of Pediatrics that provides developmental screening guidelines.  
The group discussed other barriers to providing services to children; including included limited staff, Medicaid rates, and provider availability.  

Ms. Johnson introduced the next speaker, Dr. Steve Coleman, Senior Behavior Analyst at the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD).  Dr. Colman educated the Task Force on APD services and barriers to service delivery. 
The group discussed the disorder classifications of individuals who are provided services and the possibility that individuals on the spectrum are misclassified as mentally retarded.  They also discussed services provided by APD for families in crisis, pre-service authorization agencies and prior service authorizations.
Because of time constraints after Dr. Coleman’s presentation, the Task Force decided to skip the scheduled break in the agenda and continue with the next speaker, Cathy Bishop, Section Administrator, Program Development and Services, Bureau of Exceptional Education at the Department of Education.  
Ms. Bishop discussed the services her department provides for students with disabilities and more specifically, students with an autism spectrum disorder.  She also discussed the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
Ms. Bishop stated that the number of students identified with disabilities has declined in recent years.  Dr. Kompothecras asked if there were any reasons for the decline and if any studies had been undertaken to determine if that decline was due to family migration or increased home-schooling of children with disabilities.  Ms. Bishop answered that the Department of Education has not looked at any of these questions specifically, but one hypothesis for the decline is that early interventions, especially in reading, in the early grades that is making a difference.  Reading difficulties are one of the primary reasons that students are identified with a disability.  
Ms. Bishop’s presentation prompted several questions from the Task Force in regards to specific numbers and statistics that were not readily available and that would require more investigation.  Ms. Johnson encouraged the group to think about the specific data they would like to see from the Department of Education and forward those requests through Ms. Demko.

The Task Force questioned if any certification or endorsement is required for teachers who teach autistic children.  They discussed House Bill 1291 and in-service and curriculum-based training for teachers.  
Ms. Homant asked Ms. Bishop why the Individualized Education Programs (IEP) did not seem to be consistent across the state.  Ms. Bishop stated that the requirements of IEP are consistent and articulated in law and rule, and that her guess is that apparent inconsistencies are due to the diversity in Florida (i.e., differences in services due to rural districts, level of expertise, availability of services, and the like).

Ms. Johnson introduced the next speaker, Beth Kidder, Bureau Chief, Medicaid Services, Agency for Health Care Administration.  Ms. Kidder reviewed Medicaid and Medicaid services for individuals with an autism spectrum disorder.  At the end of the presentation there was discussion about the reduction in federal match funding.  Ms. Kidder clarified that rates are based on individual need and not diagnosis.  
The next speaker, Dr. Brittany Birken, Director of the Office of Early Learning, Agency for Workforce Innovation described her agency's role as the administrator of voluntary pre-kindergarten program (VPK) in partnership with the Department of Children and Families.  

Ms. Johnson asked that questions for Dr. Birken and all subsequent speakers be submitted in writing in order to stay within the noticed meeting times.

The group broke for lunch.  

When they resumed, Dr. Amy Wetherby, Executive Director of the Florida State University Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD) provided an overview of the Florida CARD Centers.

Ms. Johnson then stated that it was time for public comment.  Two individuals provided comment.  The first guest. Lt. Col. Don Arias and his son Vincent, shared that he would like insurance to cover all autism treatments, and told the Task Force about the barriers that they are facing in treating their autistic son.  

Next, Mr. Ari Ne'eman, shared his experience as an individual living on the spectrum. Since he spoke the day before, he expanded on his presentation.  Based on this testimony, Mr. LaBelle suggested that the Task Force request that another individual on the spectrum be added to the Task Force.

After public comment, the presentations continued. Ms. Johnson introduced Mr. Enrique Escallon, Chair of the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council (FDDC).  Mr. Escallon presented on overview of the FDDC.

Ms. Johnson then introduced Marybeth Senkewicz, Deputy Commissioner on Life and Health, Office of Insurance Regulation.  Ms. Senkewicz talked about insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorders.

After Ms. Senkewicz’s presentation, the group discussed ways that they could be involved in the passage and implementation of Senate Bill 2654.  They also discussed the coverage of experimental therapies, and how they are defined. 

Ms. Johnson stated that the next invited speakers, Ms. Michelle Robleto from the Department of Management Services and Jaclyn Merens from Autism Speaks were unable to attend the meeting.  She introduced Task Force member, Elizabeth Emken, who would update the Task Force on the activities of Autism Speaks.  
Before Ms. Emken presented, the group decided to extend the meeting until 2:15 p.m.  There were no questions after Ms. Emken’s presentation.  

Before the meeting adjourned, Ms. Demko provided an overview of the committees, their structure, and the Co-Chairs for each committee. The committee Co-Chairs shared their goals, priorities and ideas for their respective committees.  
During the Co-Chair presentations, the group decided to extend the meeting past 2:15 p.m. since they were running over time.  The group held general discussions about these goals and priorities.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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